In the early days of the GAA Antrim were well to the fore in Ulster. The football championship had been suspended from 1892 to 1900 due to lack of interest but when it was revived in 1900 Antrim were able to stand with Cavan, Armagh and Monaghan as serious contenders.
Indeed Antrim claim to have won a “seven in a row” in Ulster from 1907 to 1913 a feat which many “newcomers” from certain counties would find difficult to believe. To be truthful the records are incomplete for 1907, so the claim cannot really be substantiated but a six in a row is not disputed at all.

Given that Antrim were beginning their dominance of the hurling championship at the same time, they were kings of all they surveyed in Ulster. However Ulster was very weak at a national level. In 1909 Antrim did well to push Louth to 2-13 to 0-15 in the semi as Louth were a big side then, along with the first “great” Kerry side of Dick Fitzgerald from Killarney, who the stadium is named after, and “Aeroplane” O’Shea. They won the All Ireland in 1909, refused to play the final in 1910, and won again in 1913 and 1914. The first of the great Kerry teams, about to be humbled by Antrim as our tale unfolds. Those were the days.
However back to 1911. In the Ulster final Antrim defeated Cavan by 2-8 to 0-4, a comprehensive win and now faced Kilkenny in the semi. In those days Kilkenny had a good football team and were perhaps denied a title back in 1900 by a Tipperary objection. It was a golden period for their hurlers so interest in Gaelic Games was high in the county.
Antrim ran out winners by 3-1 to 1-1, and are therefore one of the few counties to have beaten Kilkenny in football and hurling semi-finals. Another line of thought is that it was this defeat that convinced “The Cats” to concentrate on hurling in the future because if they couldn’t beat Antrim......!!!
The 1911 All-Ireland Senior Football Championship Final was the 24th All-Ireland Final. Antrim were the first Ulster team to reach the final but they were heavily defeated by Cork, with Billy Mackessy scoring a hat-trick of goals as Cork ran out easy winners by 6-6 to 1-2, the biggest winning margin an all Ireland final. Cork had beaten Galway in the semi by 3-4 to 0-2 and were a good outfit. They were represented by the Lees club and Antrim were a Shauns selection. Some 11,000 turned up to watch this novel final but it was never a contest as Cork seized an early control and never relinquished it.
Unusually that final was not played until January 1912, and Antrim subsequently lost the 1912 final as well to Louth, thereby losing two finals in one year, another “record”.
In the 1912 semi-final Antrim won by 3-5 to 0-2. That 12 point victory was Kerry’s biggest ever defeat in a football championship game, and remained so right up until 2001 when Meath dismantled the Kingdom in that year’s semi. 
The Antrim team of those years included Harry Sheehan, a founder member of the St Gall’s club, and the man behind the original development of McRory Park. Harry played in all of those successful Ulster wins, and was the first man from Ulster to Captain a side in an all Ireland senior final. He was also a noted hurler and athlete, Ulster champion at the shot-putt and hammer. Harry played at the time for the long defunct Seaghan an Diomais club, and won four county football titles.

Other notable players were John Coborn, captain in 1912, L. Waters, E.Ward and J.Gorman.

Cork of course completed the double over Antrim in the 1943 All Ireland Hurling final on the road to doing “4 in a row.” That game threw up many tales in Antrim, including the efforts of cafe owner Joe Raffo to obtain a visa to attend the final. Joe was heavily involved in all matters GAA in the county but was Italian, who were engaged in the second world war at the time. As Joe himself said, he was born an Italian but died a Gael.
But that is another story..........
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